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CHAMP CLARK.HIS EARLY LIFE IN KENTUCKY;HOW HE HAS FOUGHT HIS WAY TO THE TOP
Son of Poor Parents lie Strug¬

gled Valiantly for His
Kducation.

A "BORN POLITICIAN"
He' Early Showed Trails Which;Have Placed .Wim iii To-

Day's Proud Position.

LaA\nehcehurgj Ky.. February 4..Atthe Dcmoc'f-a'tlc ghuens hohl hi Wash-ingtbn aStfe'vi* weeks ago .1 .-on «.f Ken-lucky, champ 'Clark, who predicted I"inn a young man that some day hewould be PresideiM of the UnitedStates, was chosen as the next Speaker jof the Hotis<- of I {e pies e a ta t i vcs.placing him within a step of the goalwhich lie bad sol for himself.
While Champ Clark has risen intop» eminence, his roiul has not beenstrewn with roses, and it has been Jthrough Hie hardest hind ot digging I

that lie has reached I lie speakership.Born in Anderson county among therJiffs along the Kentucky itlver. whose
scenery is often compared to thai ofthe beautiful Hudson. Clark was im¬
mured within tiie confines «>f nature
The ho'hic of «Mark was similar to that
)of other pioiieer homes, consisting nlthree rooms, the sit ting-room, the bed¬
room and the kitchen ami di nlng room |combined:

At the time of ('lark's birth there I
we're no railroads in this section 01 \Ihr country, ami the farmers rode on'horseback to tiie neatest "groceryfibre" and post-office for their suppliesand mall

Beared among the cliffs, champClark in >.:s earliest childhood was a
student of nature, lie loved the little
spring beauties which were found In
the woods nestling in tue grass and
weeds, the old-fashioned ihousahd-lenf
rose Which blossomed 1 midsummer
und the golden-rod which betokened
the coming of winter, lie knew the
voices 01' the Boli White, the thrush,
the mocking bird ami a score of other
bird* of beautiful plumage which made
their homer- in the hills.

.5ame« Braue hump Chirk, s'oh o)
jRtnes l-lrtmploii and A lei hen lau«
Beauchamp ciarkj was horn March 1
lfc.'o. on a little farm in Anderson
County, four mile' south of this place.

His father, .lohn Hampton Clark
wap a native of N'w Jersey, und was
born where Atlantic. I'ity now stands
lie was < wanderer, and after roving
from Philadelphia to New Orleans ami
Up the Mississippi and Hie Ohio tu
Louisville, he finally drifted to Law-
renceburg and settled there. Shortly
niter arriving in Lnwrehcebnrg he met
Alethea Beajuchamp. a fro 11, bcautifpl
girl, and after an ardent, wooing they
Were married He wa> an educated
man. a mechanical gehhis and ah at-
(iCni exponent ol Demo'crath doctrine

.fojjii Clark, after marrying took tip
tinkering with old clocks and doing
dental, work. He rode ose, Vnderson
and Washington countle? mending old
clocks and practicing dentistry and
pounding Democratic principle?.

Mrs. Clark waa also well educated
/ for those days, having received six

/ years' "schooling'' In .< cenveni
'fbere were three children -Margaret

Louise, the eldest, who died In Infamtv
.lames Bcäuchämp; known to the po.
litleal world as "Champ.": and Kllza-
beth, now Mrs. Kllzabeth Clark iialej

\vnRim ri.utK i.ivr.n aktkk tiii:
Iiis \ rn in-" ins moth u it.

UIIA.MP < l/A itK.
After Bcveh years bf happiness Mr?.
Clark died and the bod> was laid to
irst in the obi cemetery hero. She
\\it.s (he llrst person to be buvlol in ttiellnle burying grdund which bad hechset aside by t he idoncers oj Anderson
t.nunty.

Mr. Clark was in bad '."i.Mn at !hetime of the death Of Iiis wife, ;*txl bowbring up the two little children was
a serious problem; lie found an aged,childless couple in an udtbiulr.g coun¬ty, who. under his supervli-lon, tookcharge of champ and his li.t.i sister

Mr. Clark had all of t!:.- Cistern
man's love .if learning t.iid wan do-

I terhiliied thai l\ls child ren should haveI the bf hi edtu ation tn.it . 0 .1,1 ».,. oh-
1 taiued for then,.

A'. mat time it watt huid to maintain

tur (u,i) ci.ahk si*Ri.\r;m>rsE.

hliiTIIPliAC.'R OF' CHAMP CLARK.

o\i: or tiik i.'ihst coVRiui» iih!i>«;i:s i> kkntdcky, jnhaii tiik
ci.\hk iiomi:.

a country school, aut)..Ilie (rustens
vi .i.iiiy in.id.- the rounds "f the |>ii«
Irons io litu how many u unlit*, or

scholar*, ji svh« usually )'»>>. th'öy
would "'sign." tu- ralhei' Itovy nii.ny pü-
Pils the fa ill tr would pay £ör In order

that his children might he taught.
When Champ was old enough to go to
school Iiis father "signed throe schol¬
ars" in order Id make out enough to
secure a teacher.
From tiic beginning Champ was an

iudustrous pupil. lie learr.eil rapidly
und was always on the lookout that
his little sister should have the liest
of everything. Ho was rocogriijced as
a genius In mathematics, and on one
occasion astounded his teachers and
fellow pupils by adding three columns
simultaneously.

Atter Champ had mastered reading
tu a certain extent he struck a bar¬
gain with one of ids aid neighbors
Who could not. read. The contract was
that the old man should take the
Louisville Journal and that Champ
should read to him all the news of the
day. While reading the markets, ihe
pike of tobacco, hemp and cattle
palled upon him, hut he stuck to his
contract-

Ills father taught champ In gym¬
nastics and in his reading and writing.
He also purchased a number of books
for the little fellow. At the age or
eleven Champ had read ''Washington
and His Centrals,-' "Napoleon and His
.Marshals." a child's history of Europe,
Asia, Africa, North and South Ameri¬
ca, and hail memorized the *'Deel a ra¬
tion of independence.''

In I SGI Champ's father moved to
.Mackville, where there was a large
school. Champ and his sister were In
classes with children much older than
themselves. They were In Cue Mack¬
ville school for two years.
That Champ Clark was a born poli¬

tician and a speaker was shown at
this old country school house; There]
was a picnic one day. and no old peo¬
ple present. It was after an urgent call
had been made by the government for
volunteers to the Union army, and as
the children played about the grounds
beneath the shadows of the improvised
plntfoi'm that some one suggested that
a real speech be made. The older boys
then went into executive session and
unanimously selected Champ Clark as
speaker of the day. lie refused, but
the honor was pressed upon him willy
nllly.

Standing upon the platform from
which speakers had called upon the
young men of the country to serve, in
the Civil War against .he South, in
a burst of eloquence he quoted the
lines of Daniel Webster, beginning,
"When my eyes shall lie turned for the
last time to behold the sun in heaven,
may I not. see Him shining on the
broken and dishonored fragments of
a once glorious Union.'
By tills time Ihe country was con¬

vulsed by (he throes of the Civil War.
The school was broken up and Champ
returned to the farm. Through manual
labor he developed the body which
gave Iiiin his powerful physique. After
working on the farm he. worked for a
while as a clerk In a country store, in
order to obtain money to pay for a
college education.
When only fifteen he began teaching.When ho was offered his first school

he was told that three Yankee teach¬
ers ||ad tried to teach there, but in
each instance had been run out of the
county by the older pupils. There were
two factions in Ihe school.theDoatons
and the D.cylnes. Undaunted, Champ
t ook I he job.
On the opening day. as a matter of

precaution, he took a brace of huge
navy revolvers with him to the school-
house. With apparent negligenceChamp hung them on a convenient pegby his desk and called the roll.
Trouble among the students began,and ns a. result Champ thrashed about

a dozen and n half of the strappingDevin« boys. The next day while he
was standing In the doorway one of
the Bovines rode up in front of the
door about 100 yards away, and fired

wiiii n rifle hi the young teacher. The
hall barely missed Clark and bored
Its way into the woodwork an inch or
so above Iiis head. Champ adjourned
school sine die. grabbed kl« pistols
and started in pursuit of the Devine.
lie caught a horse and rode posthaste
after the fleeing Devine into the next
county l>efore relinquishing the chase.
Champ, despite the fact that lie was

under considerable pressure while
teaching the two factions. hover
showed the "white feather," and when
he left school he had won the respect
and admiration of all the pupils.

At eighteen, with what money ho
had saved and what assistance his
father could lend him, Champ Clark
entered Kentucky University at Lex¬
ington.

While there he was a hard student.
and the old professors who are tench.
Inn at the university say that Champ
Clark was one of the most brilliant
students who ever entered the time-
honored walls of old Morrison Chapel.
While In the university lie had some

trouble with one of the students, and
as a result went to Bethany College,
W. Va.

in 1870 he returned to his. home
county and began teaching again.
While tea,hing at Cnmden he put
modern ideas into his work. He taught
the voting students Latin. Crook .and
German as well as the common .school
curriculum.

At this time the great idea which
had long lain dormant awoke. At the
close of school one day, when he was
telling the pupils that they "should
improve each shining hour," he ex¬
claimed. "Why. I even expect to be
President of the United .States some
day." jThe day's lessons were usually con-eluded with a song. Usually Champwould strike the "sound" with the'
tuning fork and lead In the singing.Upon one occasion he called one ofthe students, Ben Cox. to leail the
song. As Champ raised the tuningfork an old brlndle cow poked herhead In tiic floor and lowed.

"There." exclaimed Champ, "you gotthe sound; start the singing."j One hot spring day an old man driv¬ing a berii of sheep came by thesehoolhouse. When he reached a cov¬ered bridge a short distance awaythe sheep broke by the drover. How¬
ever, the old man was patient, buteach time the sheep got hy him. Thisafforded great amusement to thestudents. Aroused from his work bythe continual titter which ran aroundI ho room. Cham)» Inquired what wasthe trouble. He was laughingly told byone of the boys that the. old man washaving trouble with his sheen."It's awfully funny?' queried theschoolmaster.

"Yes, sir," replied one of the stu¬dents.
"Well." said Champ, "if it is asfunny as all that you have the privi¬lege of going out and help the oldman with the sheep."School was adjourned, and all of theboys, headed by Champ, went fortliand helped the drover with his sheep,not only through Hie bridge, but twomiles up a long hill. The road wasrotiRh and the sun very hot.When the students finally returnedto the schoolroom they realized thatI hey had laughed at the wrong lime.The lesson did not have to he repealed.In 1 ST- Champ hade farewell to the.role of school teacher and entered oldBethany College, at Bethany. W. Va.;where one year later he graduatedwith the highest honors In the college.The following year he was chosenpresident of Marshall College, and atthat time was tho youngest collegepresident in the United States.After studying law for a year at(he Clnc(hhntl tiw School he was ad¬mitted to the bar In 1S75.
lie went to Kansas City, Mo., to

prnctlco law, but finding out that haoould not get a slnglo case in thatcity ho determined to move. When bewent there ho mudo a vow that hewould not leave until he had accumu-I latod some money. So, in order toJ case his conscience ho wont out on aI farm, where ho dug postholcs all oneday. Ho received one silver dollarfor the work. Ills conscience wassalved and ho then went to BowlingGreen. Mo.
Mpnoi'B soon came to him, and stcnby stop he worked his way to the topof the ladder.
First he was City Attorney of Louls-lana and Bowling Green; deputy prose¬cuting attorney and prosecuting at¬torney; presidential elector, delegateto the Trans-Mlsslsslppl Congress atDenver, and permanent chairman ofthe National Democratic Conventionat St. Louis.
He married Miss Gencvlevc Bennett,ami had four children born to him.Little Champ, Ann Hamilton, Bennettand Genevlcvo. The two latter uroliving. He was elected to the Fifty-third. Fifty-fifth. Fifty-sixth, fifty-seventh, Fifty-eighth. Fifty-ninth andSixtieth Congresses, und was re-electedto tho Sixty-first Congress.With a record behind him of whichfew Americans can boast. Champ Clarkis still young enough to realize hishopes to occupy the presidential chair.

Appomattox Social News
[Special to Tho Times-Dispatch.TAppomattox. Va., February 4..Mr.and Mrs. A. H. Gregory left Mondayfor a visit In Florida.

.lohn D. Abbitt.'of Franklin, was avisitor to the village this week.Miss Anna Jones left last week forNew York, whore she resumes hermusical studies.

.lames P. Harvey, of Cumberland,la visiting hl« relatives and friends InAppomattox this week.
Miss Ida Musgrave, of Campbell, andMiss Mary West, of Lynchbnrg, spentlast week with the Misses Reynolds.Miss Mary Irby entertained the Wed¬nesday Club. Delightful refreshmentswere served.
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Hubbard an¬nounce the marriaire of their daugh¬ter, Janie. to Ira Southall. on Thurs¬day, at the home of .1. D. Children*.B. G. Anderson is visiting In Bust-burg this week.
Mr. and Mrs. .1. R. Atwood entertain¬ed very pleasantly the game club laetFriday evening.
Miss "Willie Stanley entertained theyoung folks at her home this week.

Gladstone Social News
I Special to Tbc Tlmes-Dlspatch. JGladstone, Va., February 4..MissMary Capell, who has been attendingschool In Washington, hue returned toher home here.

Mra. J. II. Payne, of Blue RidgeSprings, and c. M. Payne, of Farmville,tire visiting Mrs. S. C Payne.V. S. Itecd visited Richmond thisweek.
B. D Major has returned from ashort stay in Lynchburg.Miss Willie WJngfleld. who has beenthe guest of Mrs. Kate Jones for sev¬eral weekH, has returned to her homein Richmond.
W. II. Harris has returned from atrip to Richmond.
L. A. Capell left this week for Peru,Ind.
Miss Ida Jones has returned from ashort visit to Lynchburg.C. C. Massle, of Lojrlngston, was herethis. week.
Several new residences are beingconstructed lure on Main Street.

Beaver Dam Social News
I [Special to The Tithes-DlspatchrjBeaver Dam, Va. February t. AliasCarry Lacy, of Betersburg, In the gue3iof Mi?s .Maude Moss,

Henry Pace, of Richmond, recentlyvisited his aunt, Mrs. T. O Moss, ofthis place.
Mrs. Nathan Bell, of Farmvillo, lavisiting at the home of Mrs. W. D.Terrell.
Cecil Harris, of Richmond, recentlyvisited Mrs. J. W. O'Brlan, of thisplace
Mrs. Jannlc Baker, of Taylorsvilh»,:. visiting her aunt, Mrs. A. C. Ellelt.Carlisle Mcybcrg, of Ashland, hasrecently entered the High School here.Mrs. Flossie Sutten is expected homeshortly from North Carolina.

Middleburg Social News
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.JMiddleburg, Va., February 4..Mrs. D<C. Sands, Jr., who has been visitingMrs. .1. Southgate Lemmou,

a I^andvalnStreet, Baltimore, Md., has* returnedto her home, "Benton," near Middle¬burg.
Hev. W. K. Gibson and Mrs. dlbsonare at home after spending a week,with relatives in Berkeley;Mrs. J. Wallace Parkins has as herguests, Mr. and Mrs. Charlie Bolton, ofi Bichmond.

Brian Social News
[Special to The Times-Dispatch.]Brian, Va., February 4..Mrs. J. W.Mulla day and Miss Vlrgic Harris arevisiting their sister, Mrs. Hugh Lewis,in Richmond.

John Adkinfl has returned homofrom a trip to Washington, D. C.Matliew Lawman, of Charloltcsville,was at Brian this week.

Farmville Social News
I Special to The Times-Dispatch.)Farmville, Va., February 4..On Mon¬day afternoon Professor and Mrs. Mar¬tin informally entertained a fewfriends and members of the UnitedDaughters of the Confederacy. Thefunction was given in honor of Mrs.Martin's guest. Mrs. C. B. Tatc, ofDrapers.

Mrs. B. Scott Martin Is spending
some time in New York City withfriends. '

Mrs. H. W. Flournoy, who has beenvisiting her brother, Judge HenryWood, of Charlottesville, and her sister.Miss N. E. Flournoy, of Amelia, has
returned to Farmville.

In its.ninthyear of,,
unrivaled popular-
ity.withan annual
sales ofmillions


